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Christmas, 1915 

DOWN THEY seem to go, the nations and the ideals acquired so laboriously. 
Love, service, brotherhood, simple kindness, children, justice — such we thought 
our real possessions to be, and we treasured them hopefully. And now the 
gloom! Derision for our faiths and scorn for the defenders of them, whilst "Peace" 
is the butt of the street. The long red river of blood carries on its sickening breast 
the shattered men and broken women out into the night. The world lies wounded. 
Ideals, faiths, hopes, are stricken. True heroes are dying, so many! On the fields, 
yes, and from grief, too, in countless places down the troubled streets and through the 
quiet highways of the earth around. The widows! The orphans! The mangled in 
body and heart everywhere ! Men are crucifying the Christ in them ! God pity ! 

Our world has been more merry in other days at its Christmas season. And yet 
from out these windows there are our government buildings near by. Upon the Capi- 
tol and the White House float plainly our Stars and Stripes. Men and women at- 
tended church yesterday, and they worshiped there. Just now we can see old and 
young buying presents, and they smile. Gifts, kindly gifts, are crossing the sea. Our 
Republic and many other lands also great are still at peace. The cry for a better way 
than war is heard more plainly throughout the earth. All that we have gained adown 
the centuries is not lost. There was a morning sun, and it will come again. The 
Christ in men is on the Cross just now, but another day He will arise once more. 
Birth, Golgotha, resurrection: these are the inevitable steps along the up-paths of truth. 
Hence the cheer of a chastened Christmas hope for all who cherish the brave faith in 
the warless world that is to be. 



The Advocates of Peace 

By William Jennings Bryan. 

COMPARATIVELY few of the advocates of peace can properly be described as 
non-resistants, and those who use the term as a term of derision are, as a rule, 
too intelligent not to understand that it is a misrepresentation of the attitude of 
those who favor the substitution of reason for force in the settlement of international 
disputes. The question is not whether a nation will resist an attack if an attack is 
actually made. Of course, no one thinks that is the question at issue in the United 
States today. The real question is whether, under the guise of preparing for defense, 
we shall load ourselves down with unnecessary taxes, stir up a war spirit in the country, 
create a military class among us, adopt false standards of honor, swagger about and 
by threats excite hatreds which lead to war. The advocates of peace believe that the 
philosophy which preserves peace in a neighborhood is the best assurance of inter- 
national peace, and they seek to substitute the spirit of peace, which acts through 
friendship, for the spirit of war, which acts through the ultimatum. 



